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 survey showed u.s. health IT infrastruc-
ture  is growing, driven by e-prescribing 
systems, computerized physician order 
entry and lab data exchange along with an 

increase in EHR systems used among physician’s practices. Read 
this expert E-Guide to discover why the dramatic expansion and 
how to handle it. 
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Reda Chouffani

Between the Medicare and Medicaid EHR incentive programs and the pay-
for-performance programs for healthcare providers, there has been a very 
clear increase in EHR systems used among physician's practices. U.S. health IT 
infrastructure is also growing, driven by e-prescribing systems, computerized 
physician order entry and lab data exchange.

This increase has created demand for technology infrastructure and ser-
vices, but also has enabled many physicians to leverage computerized physi-
cian order entry (CPOE), e-prescribing, and sharing lab test data features in 
these systems -- workflows previously marooned in paper files.

According to a 2011 study conducted by the American Journal of Managed 
Care (AJMC), 57% of office-based physicians use EHR systems, a 12% increase 
from the previous year. The study gauged the level of clinical information 
exchange.

AJMC researchers focused on how clinicians exchange pharmacy data and 

http://searchhealthit.techtarget.com/healthitexchange/healthitpulse/vt-hits-85-ehr-implementation-health-information-exchange-milestones/
http://searchhealthit.techtarget.com/podcast/Greenspun-FDA-mHealth-regulations-wont-stifle-innovation
http://searchhealthit.techtarget.com/podcast/Greenspun-FDA-mHealth-regulations-wont-stifle-innovation
http://searchhealthit.techtarget.com/definition/computerized-physician-order-entry-CPOE
http://searchhealthit.techtarget.com/definition/computerized-physician-order-entry-CPOE
http://searchhealthit.techtarget.com/healthitexchange/healthitpulse/e-prescribing-software-use-on-the-rise-across-the-u-s/
http://www.ajmc.com/publications/issue/2013/2013-1-vol19-n10/physician-capability-to-electronically-exchange-clinical-information-2011/1
http://www.ajmc.com/
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lab and patient clinical summaries. They concluded that, despite meaningful 
use certification requirements, not all EHR systems have all the appropriate 
capabilities to efficiently exchange health information.

Electronic prescribing and lab results were available in many systems 
prior to the requirements of a certified EHR package. However, a number of 
physicians are beginning to exchange clinical summaries as well as use CPOE: 
According to the study, one-third of physicians currently have that ability. I be-
lieve the results from surveys such as these will continue to show an increase in 
that EHR functionality, especially considering some of the additional exchange 
requirements that will become effective with the introduction of meaningful 
use stage 2.

But as they increase in quantity, EHRs and applications such as e-prescrib-
ing systems will need to keep pace with features that clinicians demand, and 
will have to offer moreinteroperability.

REDA CHOUFFANI is vice president of development with Biz Technology Solutions Inc., which provides 
software design, development and deployment services for the healthcare industry. Let us know what 
you think about the story; email editor@searchhealthit.com or contact@SearchHealthIT on Twitter.
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FREE RESOURCES FOR TECHNOLOGY PROFESSIONALS
TechTarget publishes targeted technology media that address 
your need for information and resources for researching prod-
ucts, developing strategy and making cost-effective purchase 
decisions. Our network of technology-specific Web sites gives 
you access to industry experts, independent content and analy-
sis and the Web’s largest library of vendor-provided white pa-
pers, webcasts, podcasts, videos, virtual trade shows, research 

reports and more —drawing on the rich R&D resources of technology providers to address 
market trends, challenges and solutions. Our live events and virtual seminars give you ac-
cess to vendor neutral, expert commentary and advice on the issues and challenges you 
face daily. Our social community IT Knowledge Exchange allows you to share real world 
information in real time with peers and experts.

WHAT MAKES TECHTARGET UNIQUE?
TechTarget is squarely focused on the enterprise IT space. Our team of editors and net-
work of industry experts provide the richest, most relevant content to IT professionals and 
management. We leverage the immediacy of the Web, the networking and face-to-face op-
portunities of events and virtual events, and the ability to interact with peers—all to create 
compelling and actionable information for enterprise IT professionals across all industries 
and markets.


